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MCCD MISSION 

 

District Staff: 

Heather Gustafson – District Manager 

Elise Desjarlais – Lake to Lake CISMA Coordinator 

Evan Dunbar – Soil Conservationist 

Landen Tetil – Produce Safety Technician 

Matt Watkeys – District Forester 

 

Board of Directors: 

Randy Gentz – Chairperson 

Jeff Chiodi – Vice Chairperson 

Leah Kainulainen – Treasurer 

Bernie Huetter – Secretary 

Kevin Downs – Board Member 

 

District Partners: 

Misa Cady – District Conservationist 

Amy Frye – Soil Conservationist 

Kayla Knoll – ABC Partner Biologist 

Holly Moss – MAEAP Technician 

Kelly Sippl – Soil Conservationist 

  

 

Our mission is to provide for the conservation and restoration of 

resources in Marquette County through forestry and wildlife 

practices, watershed management and education. 
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LETTER FROM THE DISTRICT MANAGER 

Heather Gustafson, District Manager 

 

Dear MCCD Community, 

 

Looking back over the past months, I can say that 2020 has been an 

interesting year! Starting as the new district manager in the middle of the 

COVID-19 pandemic has had its ups and downs. I still consider myself lucky 

to be surrounded by such supportive people. The staff and board deserve 

a million thanks for helping me get through these first months on the job. It 

definitely hasn’t been easy! I also need to say thanks to the last DM, our 

neighboring Alger Conservation District, the regional MDARD coordinator 

and my favorite downstate accountant for helping me with learning the 

ins and outs of running a conservation district.  

 

I’ve got to say the staff here has really impressed me. They have had a lot of obstacles this year such 

as relocating their office to their home, grant freezes, no volunteers/interns, having to change in-person 

training to virtual training, no summer technician staff, social distanced or cancelled site visits, and the 

list goes on. Even with all of this happening, they still got their work done efficiently and safely with a 

smile! They have been really helpful over this past year. I couldn’t be prouder of them!  

 

I was impressed with our supportive community and partners. We received over 200 tree and wildflower 

orders this year. I was anticipating a lot of cancelled orders, but it was the opposite. These fundraisers 

are particularly important to the district to help keep our doors open so thank you so much for the 

continued support! It just goes to show that even with a pandemic, this community is Yooper Strong!  

 

As you may have noticed, the annual report looks a little different this year. With having to cancel a lot 

of in person events, we didn’t have as many event stories to share. We decided to focus more on each 

staff member and some of our partners this year. You will find more in-depth information on their jobs 

and their accomplishments from 2020. We have also added some useful information about forestry 

and native plant gardens for your reading enjoyment.  We look forward to the day when we can 

reopen our doors to you all! 

 

Thanks for everything in 2020 and look forward to 2021! 
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FISCAL YEAR 2020 FINANCIALS 
 

District Income   

Federal Grants  $         97,935.65  

State Grants   $       233,229.57  

Grant Administration  $         40,848.04  

Wildflower Sale  $           4,639.74  

Tree Sale  $         80,255.60  

Other Income  $         20,823.77  

Total  $       477,732.37  

  

District Expense  
Administrator Payroll  $         46,248.00  

Staff Payroll  $       182,711.96  

Fringe Benefits  $         50,422.71  

Payroll Expenses  $         21,858.52  

District & Technician Supplies  $           4,902.42  

Other Services & Charges  $         97,773.36  

District Support for Grants  $         40,848.04  

Total  $       444,765.01  

  

Net Income  $ 32,967.36  
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STAFF REPORT 2020 – ELISE DESJARLAIS 
 

 

 

As to be expected with most things this year, 2020 looked quite different for 

Lake to Lake Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area. It was 

decided early on in the year to not hire on a field crew this season with so 

much uncertainty during the months of March and April. We also battled a 

crazy start-stop in our grant funding. I’m happy to say that’s all been settled 

out and we can resume as much normal as we can these days. It was a 

good year to step back and re-assess the CISMA, its priorities, and to put into 

perspective how important our work really is. Without a field crew, I certainly 

had my hands full, and was able to accomplish a bit of field work, primarily 

with the assistance of CISMA partner agencies, MCCD staff, and excellent 

volunteers. 

 

In Marquette County this year, I was able to enlist volunteers and MCCD staff members to assist with our priority 

garlic mustard pull sites, including Bay Cliff Health Camp and the Harlow Lake area. Of note this season was a new 

infestation of garlic mustard found near the banks of the Yellow Dog River, reported to us through our CISMA 

partners at the Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve. We’ll be working through the next few years to be sure 

management resources get allocated to this location. In addition to the garlic mustard, we were also able to treat 

six stands of knotweed this season in Marquette County, of which only one location was a new treatment this year. 

Follow up treatments are necessary to manage this species, so being able to get out and treat some follow up sites 

from last season was an accomplishment. 

 

We are always on the lookout for new species within the CISMA area and Marquette County. Of note, I found non-

native phragmites along a beachfront road in Big Bay this season. Phragmites is still relatively minimal on the 

landscape in Marquette, so finding new sites really draws our attention so we can manage them right away. If 

you’ve seen any invasive species while out and about, please let me know about them! An easy way to report 

species is through MISIN (the Midwest Invasive Species Information Network), where there is an easy reporting tool 

you can use to let the CISMA know you’ve spotted something. You can also email or call me with reports of new 

findings, or for answers to questions regarding how to manage or ID species. I can be reached at 

L2Lcisma@gmail.com or (906) 251-3068. 

 

Stay safe and be well, and here’s looking to a new year! 

 

All my best, 

Elise Desjarlais – Coordinator, Lake to Lake CISMA 

  

mailto:L2Lcisma@gmail.com
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STAFF REPORT 2020 – EVAN DUNBAR 
 

 

 

As a soil conservationist with the Marquette County 

Conservation District, I assist four Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) service centers 

(Marquette, Gladstone, Kingsford, and 

Stephenson), which in turn provides services to 

eight Upper Peninsula counties. I provide resource 

and conservation assistance to private landowners 

regarding forestry, wildlife habitat, and other 

related natural resource concerns. My primary role is to assist local NRCS field offices in 

implementing Farm Bill programs resulting in federal financial assistance going to local 

producers to implement conservation practices through programs such as the Environmental 

Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and the Conservation Stewardship Program (CStP). Services 

provided include promoting programs, technical support, and plan writing assistance. 

 

This year I assisted with the implementation of 42 forest management plans and 18 other 

forestry-related conservation practices through the EQIP program. Some of the highlights were 

four tree planting projects that I assisted within Marquette and Alger County. Throughout the 

four projects, there were over 20,000 trees 

planted – species included hemlock, white 

cedar, red oak, red pine, and white pine. The 

projects were planted using funds through the 

USDA’s Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program. Despite the challenges this past year, 

we were still able to implement conservation 

projects throughout Marquette County.  
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STAFF REPORT 2020 – LANDEN TETIL 

 

MCCD’s Produce Safety program has wrapped up its second full year! Landen Tetil, the Produce Safety 

Technician, has continued to provide free, voluntary, and confidential education and technical on-

farm assistance to Upper Peninsula farmers who grow and sell fresh fruits and vegetables. The goal is to 

reduce the risks that occur on a farm that could lead to foodborne illnesses, outbreaks, and recalls. The 

main areas of concern that affect produce safety include worker health and hygiene, cleaning and 

sanitation, soil amendments, wildlife and domesticated animal intrusion, water quality, and post-harvest 

handling. Landen is available to help farmers identify potential risks on their unique farm and address 

those risks to prevent common foodborne illnesses caused by the presence of such pathogens as E. coli, 

Salmonella, Listeria, and more.  

 

As the sole Produce Safety Technician serving the Upper Peninsula, Landen’s coverage area is split into 

priority counties and secondary counties, which are served on an as-requested basis. 

 

To learn more about assessing produce safety risks on your farm or 

to earn a produce safety certificate from the state of Michigan, 

contact your local Produce Safety Technician at 

Landen.mqtcondist@gmail.com or (906) 251-3061. 

 

Upcoming Free Grower Trainings 

As part of the Michigan On-farm Produce Safety program, 

Produce Safety Technicians and MSU Extension staff are offering 

free, online produce safety grower trainings throughout the winter 

and spring months. Please visit the link to view dates and register:  

https://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?eventID=79AB8916C5B40CF3DC5322869438C34776BA021750DE

4E712375A3FDB6BE3E31  

mailto:Landen.mqtcondist@gmail.com
https://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?eventID=79AB8916C5B40CF3DC5322869438C34776BA021750DE4E712375A3FDB6BE3E31
https://events.anr.msu.edu/event.cfm?eventID=79AB8916C5B40CF3DC5322869438C34776BA021750DE4E712375A3FDB6BE3E31
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STAFF REPORT 2020 – MATT WATKEYS 

 

Another year is in the books, albeit different, and I couldn’t have done it all 

without our great partners and landowners! It was definitely a bit different 

due to several cancellations and replacement virtual meetings, but the 

year has flown by. Here are some highlights and information to share.  

 

The forestry and wood products community kept moving forward as an 

essential economic business and necessity, thank goodness. Loggers, 

contractors, and wood mills are still doing their part to provide supplies and 

raw material for most of the products we use and unfortunately, needed to 

buy a lot of this year. There were many folks either out of work or working 

from home who were able to think about their land for the time being. That 

kept me busy with phone calls, site visits, and referrals to local partners and contractors. I take great pride in being 

able to help forest landowners get in contact with interested parties who, in many cases, need to “bundle” their 

projects with nearby State, Federal, and private harvesting occurring nearby. Also, this year was a good time to get 

outside to perhaps forget about some things, and to be happy for knowing we live in this amazing place full of 

nature, and resources. 

 

Several programs and partners are still available to work with and utilize. Please ask if you want more information 

on the Forestry Assistance Program, Michigan’s Qualified Forest Program, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation 

Service and Farm Bill grants, wildlife habitat improvement programs and grants through the Department of Natural 

Resources. I can also help connect you to our many partners such as the American Bird Conservancy, UP Land 

Conservancy, Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve, Superior Watershed Preserve, the Natural Resources Commission, 

UP Deer Habitat Workgroup, Ruffed Grouse Society, UP Whitetails of Marquette County, and many others. We did 

continue to work on past Deer Habitat Improvement Program (DHIP) grant sites even though this year’s DHIP grants 

were suspended.  

 

This year also included an increased demand and workload on Forest and Environmental Certification through a 

few programs, such as The American Tree Farm System, and Michigan’s Agricultural and Environmental Assurance 

Program’s (MAEAP) Forest Wetland and Habitat Assist (FWH) verification. These programs and certifications seem to 

help follow the globalization of wood markets, and the increased demand for certified and verified wood products.  

 

If you are a landowner, or know someone who is, and would like to learn more about the Forestry Assistance 

Program, or any other topic that I may be able to help with, please consider calling your District Forester to discuss 

your questions, goals and objectives. (906) 251-3071 or matt.watkeys@mi.nacdnet.net.  

 

 

mailto:matt.watkeys@mi.nacdnet.net
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PARTNER REPORT 2020 – MISA CADY 
 

 

This year has been the year of gratitude and patience.  We are fortunate to work in conservation and that we can 

provide recommendations and suggest best management practices to our customers while walking in their woods 

or on their farms. I am thankful that staff have been able to limit their time in the office and have the opportunity to 

work safely from home and in the field.   

 

We were also fortunate enough to hire and bring on board three new employees this year.  Victoria Paul, a college 

student who is studying plant biology at Michigan State University, was hired as our summer Pathways Program 

Intern.  Amy Frye, a recent graduate, and previous Pathways Program Intern was hired as a Soil Conservationist and 

Kelly Sippl, a Conservation Planner from Wisconsin was also hired as a Soil Conservationist.  Increased staffing will 

allow us the opportunity to provide more conservation services and be much more visible in both Alger and 

Marquette counties.  The majority of our customers and Farm Bill agreements have been from the referrals of our 

District Forester, Matt Watkeys, our local U.P. consulting foresters, and word of mouth from our local farmers.  I have 

asked myself and staff to follow up with each referral or customer request with either a site visit or a phone call to 

introduce our agency and our role in assisting customers and providing them with opportunities to participate in 

our Farm Bill programs.   

 

Our conservation programs for 2020 were very successful in that we were able to provide technical and financial 

assistance to over 100 private landowners.  Our most popular Farm Bill programs continue to be our Environmental 

Quality Incentives Program, our Conservation Stewardship Program, and our Regional Conservation Partnership 

Program with the American Bird Conservancy.   

 

The most common conservation agreements and best management 

practices include but are not limited to:  
 

• Forest Management Planning 

• Forest Stand Improvement – Commercial Timber Harvest 

• Reforestation Projects 

• Early Successional Habitat Development for Young Forests 

• Shrub Plantings for Wildlife 

• Pollinator Plantings 

• High Tunnel Systems for Season Extension 

• Nutrient Management Planning 

• Invasive Species Control Projects  

All of our Farm Bill programs and services are voluntary. A documented natural 

resource concern and program application is required to be eligible for 

funding.  Applications are supported by an approved conservation plan 

which will identify the best management practice(s) needed to address the 

documented concern and is considered the decision-making tool for our 

customers. If you are interested in hearing more about our conservation 

programs, please contact our office at (906) 226-8871. Thank you.   

 

Misa Cady, District Conservationist, Alger and Marquette Counties  
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PARTNER REPORT 2020 – AMY FRYE 
 

 

Amy joined the Marquette NRCS team as a Soil Conservationist 

in June of 2020. She has been involved with NRCS since 2018, 

having previously spent two consecutive summers as an intern 

in her home state of Wisconsin. Prior to working with NRCS, Amy 

had a career as a civilian contractor and worked seasonal 

jobs between contracts (e.g. training sled dogs; teaching 

environmental education, science, and engineering for 

various organizations; working on a trail crew; etc.). She 

stepped away from the contracting world a few years ago 

and turned her attention towards pursuing a full-time career in 

natural resources. Amy hold a B.S. in Natural Resources from 

the College of Forestry at Oregon State. Her academic specialization was in ecological 

restoration.  

Raised on a hobby farm/family forest in NW Wisconsin, Amy is happy to have found her way 

back to the Great Lake region. She lives in Marquette County with her husband and two 

adopted dogs. They all enjoy spending time outside year-round, whether it’s making maple 

syrup, snowshoeing, planting trees, tackling outdoor projects, or taking advantage of the 

many outdoor recreational opportunities the U.P. has to offer.  

Her highlights this past year have been getting out in the field 

and meeting landowners (and their dogs!). She has enjoyed 

verifying forestry related practices (e.g. tree plantings, 

harvests, etc.) and learning more about forestry and wildlife 

behavior on a local level. Amy is looking forward to continuing 

to learn about common NRCS practices used in Marquette 

and Alger County and to working with the awesome team in 

the Marquette Field Office. The best way to contact Amy is via 

email amy.frye@usda.gov or by phone (906) 251-3069.  

 

mailto:amy.frye@usda.gov
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PARTNER REPORT 2020 – KELLY SIPPL 
 

 

My name is Kelly Sippl, I am the Soil Conservationist with the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS) and will be servicing landowners in Alger and Marquette Counties.  I spent 

roughly 10 years in the conservation field across the state of Wisconsin.  My experience includes 

surveying and designing conservation practices such as streambank restoration, wetland 

wildlife habitat, tree and shrub plantings for wildlife, hoop houses, cover cropping to improve 

soil and plant health, and planning, writing, and assisting in the implementation of grazing 

management systems.   I’ve spent much of my career developing partnerships with other 

conservation agencies and helping private landowners solve their natural resources 

challenges/problems.   

 

NRCS offers free technical services to landowners.  From identifying your soil type to helping 

you design a tree and shrub planting plan for your property, we help you help your land.  NRCS 

follows a 9-Step Planning Process to engage landowners, identify natural resource “issues”, 

develop solutions to solve the problem(s), and assist landowners with implementing the plans.   

 

Since starting with NRCS in June, I’ve been busy developing and 

maintaining conservation contracts with landowners, 

conducting site visits, and developing helpful tools to get 

conservation on the ground such as our new Forage Quality 

Analysis factsheet.  Also, I’ve been brushing up on my 

conservation planning skills by attending or participating in 

trainings such as basic surveying, conservation forestry, 

pollinator habitat, and grazing trainings.   

 

I’m excited to work with conservation districts and to have the 

privilege to work with the residents of Alger and Marquette Counties.  To initiate our 9 Step 

Planning Process, contact me at (906) 251-3064 or Kelly.sippl@usda.gov.   

 

 

 

mailto:Kelly.sippl@usda.gov
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PARTNER REPORT 2020 – KAYLA KNOLL 
 

 

Hi, I’m Kayla Knoll, Partner Biologist for the American Bird 

Conservancy. 2020 was a big year for birds. A study in the 

journal Science revealed that since 1970, bird populations 

in the United States and Canada have declined by 29 

percent, or almost 3 billion birds. Although the study did not 

investigate causes, scientists have identified habitat loss 

and degradation as some of the largest overall drivers of 

bird declines.  

Now for some good news: you can help! Michigan 

forestland owners have a unique opportunity to help birds, through the application of forest 

management. Michigan forests support some of the greatest richness of breeding birds in North America 

(over 60 species) essentially making them baby bird factories. With over 50% forest cover and 20 million 

acres of forestland, the way we manage our forests can play a critical role in helping birds navigate 

threats and sustain populations. If we enhance and conserve Michigan’s habitat for birds, we can help 

reverse bird population declines. 

 

One of the fasted declining species, the Golden-winged Warbler, 

is the focus of a landscape conservation effort called The Regional 

Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP). This is a special effort to 

help private forest owners create young forest habitat on their 

property. This young forest not only benefits Golden-winged 

Warbler, but also helps game species like American Woodcock, 

Ruffed Grouse, and White-tailed Deer.  

 

American Bird Conservancy has recently been awarded an extension from NRCS, extending the 

Golden-winged Warbler RCPP until 2025! Landowners with extensive areas of alder growing along 

wetland areas or who have large blocks of even-aged aspen have the best opportunities to create 

young forest habitat. Young forest habitat improvements most commonly involve shearing alder stand 

and managing aspen stands for a mix of age classes. To help birds and improve your forest for wildlife, 

contact Kayla Knoll, Partner Biologist, at (906) 251-3065 or kknoll@abcbirds.org.  

 

 

 

https://www.3billionbirds.org/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/financial/rcpp/?cid=nrcseprd1597237
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/programs/financial/rcpp/?cid=nrcseprd1597237
mailto:kknoll@abcbirds.org
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PARTNER REPORT 2020 – HOLLY MOSS 

 

The Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) 

works with farms of all sizes to ensure that they are reducing risks to the 

environment, that practices are environmentally friendly and help farms 

become more sustainable. To get started the producer and technician 

make an appointment for the tech to come out, tour the farm, and ask 

questions that are related to best management practices which are 

based on the Right to Farm. You may ask is this program regulatory? The 

answer to that is NO. Everything is 100% confidential and visits are free.   

 

So, what are the benefits of participating in this program… With legal 

actions occurring more and more because of urban sprawl and new 

emerging laws and regulation, MAEAP provides legal protections that is offered by the Right to Farm 

Act (GAAMPs). Every farm is covered under Right to Farm but may not be protected if they aren’t 

following those best management practices. By participating in the program and getting verified you 

have the comfort of knowing that you are protected.  A farm can be verified in Farmstead; Cropping 

which includes field crops/vegetables, fruits, farmer/garden market, Christmas trees; Greenhouse and 

Livestock.   

 

MAEAP Forest, Wetland and Habitat (FWH) verification program focuses on practices that promote 

sustainable forestry, wetlands, and non-forest habitat. These include forest health; protecting air, water, 

and soil; and restoring habitat. FWH was created to help Michigan landowners to better understand, 

plan, manage, protect, and use their natural resources.  MAEAP partners with Matt Watkeys, 

Marquette’s Conservation District’s FAP Forester, to provide education and one-on-one expert help to 

landowners on local forest health issues.  Getting certified in MAEAP FWH provides the landowner 

protections under the Michigan Right to Forest Act, which was enacted to protect those who practice 

forestry from nuisance lawsuits if their practices conform to Generally Accepted Forest Management 

Practices (GAFMPs). In addition, MAEAP is a great segue way into also getting your lands certified in the 

American Tree Farm program.  As urban sprawl continues to encroach in the Upper Peninsula it is 

becoming more important to have your lands protected.  

 

Want to participate? If you farm in any capacity, no matter how big or small, or you’re a private forest 

landowner you can participate in MAEAP.  Contact Holly Moss to schedule an appointment or if you 

have additional questions. I can be reached at (906) 825-3023 or email holly.wendrick@mi.nacdnet.net. 

mailto:holly.wendrick@mi.nacdnet.net
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INTERN REPORT 2020 – VICTORIA PAUL  

 

Victoria Paul is a soil conservation intern for the NRCS Field Office in 

Marquette, Michigan. She is a native Michigander and was raised 

in Dewitt, Michigan. She graduated and received her diploma from 

Dewitt High school in 2015. Victoria graduated from Lansing 

Community College with an associate degree in fine arts in 2017.  

 

During her time at LCC she realized that she wanted to do more to 

help improve the environment. She spent several months working 

as a wildland firefighter for the U.S. Forest Service in southern central 

Oregon before moving on to begin studies in Plant Biology at 

Michigan State University. As a firefighter Victoria had the 

opportunity to work with multiple botanists which shaped her goal 

to become one.  

 

Once she graduates MSU, Victoria hopes to work in a career related to conservation or 

morphology. In her free time, Victoria enjoys spending time with friends, taking care of her 

houseplants and gardening. She also enjoys cooking, trying new foods and has several years’ 

experience in making sushi. 
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FOREST HEALTH HIGHLIGHTS & CONCERNS 
By Matt Watkeys 

The dreaded Spruce Budworm is back. This pest has natural outbreak 

cycles every 30-40 years, which last around 10 years each time. I believe 

we are in about year 7 to 8 of this outbreak, and we are seeing 

significant mortality and decline in balsam fir and spruce stands, 

especially in southern and western Marquette County, and north along 

the Peshekee River. This pest, a small caterpillar/moth clips off fresh new 

needles to suck out the sap, which can be very detrimental to conifers 

because the fresh needles are where most photosynthesis occurs. Year 

after year of this feeding eventually kills the trees. It is, however, a bad flyer, so many infestations are along roads 

and open corridors where wind can blow the moth around to reproduce. Feeding occurs in June to early July, and 

this year even included hemlock and tamarack trees, evidenced by field observations. Hopefully, that is a good 

sign that the pest may be starving off, and therefore moving to less favored species for sustenance. A lot more 

information is available by request, online, or in the DNR’s Forest Health Highlights publication, linked below. 

 

Emerald Ash Borer is here in full force in both Alger and Marquette 

Counties. I have witnessed significant ash decline over the last few 

years in some trees along roads that I have identified. Also, I have 

worked with municipalities and landowners for many years to treat 

trees to repel the beetle. However, ash on the landscape is in dire 

condition, as even seedlings are becoming susceptible to the pest 

before reproductive maturity. This results in a huge loss of ash seeds, 

and ultimately, the loss of the resource. This is all too familiar as we 

lost elm trees many years ago to Dutch Elm Disease, we are losing 

beech fast to Beech Bark Disease, and now the ash. Call for more information, and potential treatment options, 

and please, Don’t Move Firewood! 

 

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA) is present in Michigan’s Lower Peninsula, 

and we have state quarantines in place to help slow the spread. Also, 

there are large monitoring and mapping projects in place in the UP 

already. HWA is a small, scale insect that feeds on the sap at the base 

of hemlock needles, and then excretes a woolly coating to help protect 

itself. This makes treatment difficult and reduces said treatment to only 

single tree injections. Hemlock is a huge resource in the Upper Peninsula 

that helps shade our cold-water trout streams, and provides thermal 

winter habitat for our deer yards, as well as a food source for whitetail 

deer. Please keep a lookout for this pest, call for more information, and ask how you can help in other ways!  

 

Don’t forget about Oak Wilt, and again, please Don’t Move Firewood, buy and use local!  

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/Forest_Health_Highlights_2019_FINAL_-_for_web_FINAL_683429_7.pdf 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/Forest_Health_Highlights_2019_FINAL_-_for_web_FINAL_683429_7.pdf


 

 

 

16 

A HOW-TO ON NATIVE PLANTS 
By Elise Desjarlais 
By now I’m sure many of you have heard of the benefits of getting more native 

plants in the landscape. From promoting pollinators and other wildlife, to reducing 

erosion and sedimentation, we’re finding out more and more what these awesome 

plants can accomplish. But where to start if you want to add some plantings 

yourself? Here’s a quick guide to get started: 

 

Q: What’s my soil type and sunlight availability where I’m looking to get native 

plants established?  

A: Soil water retention, soil type, and available direct or indirect daylight all 

play important factors in getting plants established. Pay attention to whether your spot receives sunlight in 

the morning, afternoon, or all day. Afternoon sunlight is more intense than morning sunlight. A plant that 

requires “full sun” to thrive means it needs at least six hours of daily sunlight. Soil testing is useful to learn 

about your soil’s available nutrients to plants and how well they will drain or retain water. Soil test kits are 

available at MCCD and Michigan State University Extension.  

Q: Ok, I figured out soil, water, and sun, what next? 

A: Find species that fit into the parameters of your planting spot from your investigations! Our invasive 

species partners at Lake to Lake CISMA have a whole webpage dedicated to finding and sourcing native 

plants, but internet searches in your area will also produce great results. 

Q: Alright! I have a list of the plants I want and where I’m putting them, how do I get them? 

A: Time to get some plants in hand and in the ground! MCCD works with native suppliers to offer a wide 

selection of native plants in its annual native plant sale every spring. Always give us a call if you’re looking 

to secure some native plants, even outside of our sale. We have staff on hand that can guide you and give 

you suggestions where you can purchase native species year-round! 

Q: I have all of my plants happy and in the ground! What else can I do? 

A: Thanks for adding native plants onto the landscape! Remember that “native plants” isn’t limited to just 

wildflower species. While these plantings seem to be the most popular, our native pollinators also thrive on 

native grasses, shrubs, and trees. Birds and wildlife need these types of plantings for habitat for nesting and 

food sources. Keeping an eye out for invasive species will also go a long way to be sure you’re not losing 

all of that hard work to a plant that might out-compete those native plants or provide all of the services to 

the ecosystem that your native plantings will. 

 

Our invasive species coordinator, Elise Desjarlais, is happy to 

assist any landowner in identification and management of 

invasive species and comes with a good list of 

recommendations to get native plants established once an 

invasion has been taken care of. Give her a call with either 

invasive or native resource concerns! L2Lcisma@gmail.com 

or (906) 251-3068. http://www.l2lcisma.org/restoration.html 

http://www.marquettecd.com/native-wildflower-sale.html  

mailto:L2Lcisma@gmail.com
http://www.l2lcisma.org/restoration.html
http://www.marquettecd.com/native-wildflower-sale.html
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MICHIGAN ON-FARM PRODUCE SAFETY 
By Landen Tetil 
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CERTIFIED TREE FARM 
By Matt Watkeys 

Have you noticed these signs in the forests of Michigan, and ever 

wondered what the deal is? Well, it is Michigan’s Tree Farm System 

Certification through the Michigan Forest Association. If you own 

property in Michigan, please consider joining the American Tree Farm 

System because it is a family of woodland stewards that provides 

community, recognition, and legacy.  

Community 

• People. The Tree Farm System connects you to professional 

foresters, other landowners, and local schools. You can network 

with 900 Tree Farmers to see how they manage their forest at Tree Farm field days. 

• Information. Tree Farm keeps landowners and foresters informed with magazines, webinars, 

conferences, and websites. Tree Farmers get a visit with a forester in their woods at least once every 

five years.  

• Advocacy.  The Tree Farm System helps people advocate locally and in Washington DC for 

reasonable policies and beneficial government programs for forest owners.  

Recognition 

• Excellence. Tree Farmers post the “Big Green Sign” to brag about the wood, water, recreation, 

wildlife, and many other things their forest provides. Tree Farm gives annual awards to landowners 

and foresters for their great work in the woods and in the community. The Standards of Sustainability 

are an internationally recognized land ethic and common-sense definition of “forest stewardship.” 

• Markets.  Forest certification provides confidence to urban (and rural) consumers that products we 

use every day come from well-managed forests. Certification helps keep forest products companies 

in business and enables Tree Farmers to access diverse markets so they can manage their woods. 

When we take care of relationships and ethics, certification is the icing on the cake that takes care 

of itself.  

Legacy 

It is Simple, and there is no cost to join Tree Farm once you and your forester have developed your long-term 

plan to care for your forest. It is an easy four-page form to enroll, completed with you and your Tree Farm 

Inspector. The Tree Farm System has been helping forest owners since 1941. Tree Farm helps families work 

together and make plans to pass their forest on to the next generation. Tree Farm also connects landowners 

with local schools for field trips so young people can also experience and learn about forests. You can join 

Tree Farm today to show your family and neighbors that you are an outstanding landowner who takes great 

care of your forest. Call Matt Watkeys (who also happens to be the new 2021 Michigan Tree Farm Inspector 

of the Year) at the Conservation District office to learn more and enroll!  
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NEED A GIFT? 
Feel free to give us a call at (906)226-8871 or email us at mqtcondist@gmail.com  

We also offer a good selection of books on plant and animal identification, berry 

recipes as well as trail and waterfall guides! 

 

mailto:mqtcondist@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

Spring Tree Sale 2021 

Tree Sale Order Pick-Up: 

Friday May 7th and Saturday May 8th 

Times and Location: TBD 

 

Special Thanks to Belsolda Farm 

for hosting our 2020 Tree Sale! 

 

 

 

2021 Board Meeting Schedule 

January 4, 2021 @ 5:30 PM 

February 1, 2021 @ 5:30 PM 

March 1, 2021 @ 5:30 PM 

April 5, 2021 @ 5:30 PM 

May 10, 2021 @ 5:30 PM 

June 7, 2021 @ 5:30 PM 

July 12, 2021 @ 5:30 PM 

August 2, 2021 @ 5:30 PM 

September 13, 2021 @ 5:30 PM (Budget Hearing) 

October 4, 2021 @ 5:30 PM 

November 1, 2021 @ 5:30 PM 

December 6, 2021 @ 5:30 PM (Election of Officers) 

Please check our website for more information including meeting location or zoom 

information. Dates subject to change. 

http://www.marquettecd.com/board-meetings.html 

 

 

Elise & Landen helping our first 

2020 tree sale customer 

Belsolda Farm’s convenient drive-

through tree sale pick-up  

http://www.marquettecd.com/board-meetings.html

